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^The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet beneath the correspondence address— 
P riodf r Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE ^ MQNTH(S) FROM THE MAILING DATE 

OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed after SIX (6) MONTHS 
from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 
• If NO period for reply is specified above, such period shall, by default, expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication . 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

Status 

□ Responsive to connmunication(s) filed on 

□ This action is FINAL. 

□ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is closed in 
accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 1 1 ; 453 O.G. 213. 

Disp sition of Claims 

^CIaim(s) / ^ j : is/are pending in the application. 

Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

□ Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

^CIaim(s)- is/are rejected. 

□ Clalm(s) is/are objected to. 

□ Clalm(s) are subject to restriction or election 

requirement 

Application Papers 

□ See the attached Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, 'PTO-948. 

□ The proposed drawing correction, filed on is □ approved □ disapproved. 

□ The drawing(s) filed on is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Pri rity under 35 U.S.C. §119 (aHd) 

□ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 11 9(a)-(d). 

□ All □ Some* □ None of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 

□ received. 

□ received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number) . 



□ received in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7.2(a)). 

•Certified copies not received: \ . 

Attachment(s) 

5l Infomnation Disclosure Statement(s), PTO-1449, Paper No(s). □ Interview Summary, PTO-413 

Notice of Reference{s) Cited. PTO-892 □ Notice of Infomial Patent Application, PTO-1 52 
□ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 □ Other 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Egendorf (US 5,794,221) and in view of Usui (US 5,956,697) 

As per claim 1 , 

A method of billing, by a third party, for access by a consumer to information made 
available by a vendor over a computer network, with the billing based on how long the 
consumer elects to access the information, the method comprising the steps 
of: 

a) when a consumer visits a vendor network address and decides to purchase access 
to information from the vendor, having the consumer exercise a link that will connect the 
consumer to the third party; / col 2, L 1 1-15 where the third party is a provider 

b) having the third party initiate billing and connect the consumer to a location of the 
vendor where the information resides; / col 2, L 11-15; col 3, L 18-28 where the third 
party is a provider 

c) making available a means by which the third party is made aware of when the 
consumer finishes accessing the information. / Egendoif does not teach timing aspects. 
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However, Usui discloses consumer access time (abstract; col 1, L 49-58; col 2, L 1-9) 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of applicant's 
invention to use this limitation for the advantage of billing for services rendered in the 
form of access time. 
As per claim 2. 

A method of billing a consumer for access for a limited time to information made 
available by a vendor, the access provided over a computer network, the method 
requiring participation by a third party to mediate between the consumer and the 
vendor, the method comprising the steps of: 

a) having the vendor establish an account with the third party and provide to the third 
party a session connect address that is an address on the computer network of the 
information made available by the vendor; / abstract; col 2, L 9-1 5; col 4, L 1 1-18 

b) having the third party provide the vendor with a start session address that is an 
address on the computer network of the third party to which the vendor is to direct a 
consumer to start timing access by the consumer to the information made 
available by the vendor; / Egendorf does not teach consumer start timing of data made 
by the vendor. However, Usui discloses this aspect (col 2, L 5-9, L 44-51). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of applicant's 
invention to use this limitation for the advantage of keeping track of the billing period. 

c) having the vendor make available over the computer network a 

pricetag link that will connect a prospective consumer with the third party, / Egendorf 
does not teach pricetag links. However, Usui discloses links (claim 1). It would have 
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been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of applicant's invention to use 
this limitation for the advantage of metering access for billing purposes. 

d) if the consumer exercises the pricetag link, having the third 

party return to the consumer a pricetag page that includes a price-per-unit time for 
access to the information made available for access by the vendor, a maximum duration 
of access for which the consumer is authorized, and a link to a start session address, 
which is an address of the third party; / Egendorf does not teach pricetag page. 
However, Usui discloses links (claim 1, abstract). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of applicant's invention to use this limitation for the 
advantage of metering access for billing purposes. 

e) if the consumer exercises the link to the start session address, having the third party 
return to the consumer an end session link, which the consumer can use to terminate 
the purchase of access to information from the vendor earlier than waiting for the 
maximum duration of access to expire, and an authentication code; / Egendorf fails to 
teach these time parameters. However, Usui discloses the end session (col 2. L 5-9). 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of applicant's 
invention to use this limitation for the advantage of billing for services rendered. 

f) also if the consumer exercises the link to the start session 

address, having the third party provide to the vendor the consumer authentication code 
and the consumer address, and begin billing the consumer beginning when the 
consumer exercised the start session link; / Egendorf fails to teach these time 
parameters. However. Usui discloses the end session (col 2. L 5-9). It would have 
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been obvious to one of ordinary sl^ill in the art at the time of applicant's invention to use 
this limitation for the advantage of billing for services rendered. 

g) having the vendor provide to the consumer a page, located at the connect address of 
the vendor, that provides an access link to the information made available by the 
vendor; / fig 1 

h) if the consumer exercises the access link, having the vendor provide access to the 
information until either the maximum duration expires, or the consumer exercises the 
end session link; / Egendorf fails to teach these time parameters. However, Usui 
discloses the end session (col 2, L 5-9). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of applicant's invention to use this limitation for the advantage 
of billing for services rendered. 

i) if the consumer exercises the end session link, which redirects the consumer to the 
third party, having the third party notify the vendor that the consumer access is 
terminated, and having the third party stop billing the consumer; / Egendorf fails to teach 
these time parameters. However, Usui discloses the termination aspect (col 2, L 5-9. L 
37-43). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
applicant's invention to use this limitation for the advantage of billing for services 
rendered. 
As per claim 3. 

The method of claim 2. wherein when the consumer accesses the network address of 
the vendor, the vendor transmits to the consumer a page with the pricetag link that 
provides enough information to the consumer for the consumer to decide whether to 
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look further into purchasing information from the vendor. / col 3, L 4-9 
As per claim 4, 

The method of claim 2, wherein the third party redirects the consumer to link to the 
vendor and in so linking passes to the vendor the consumer authorization code and 
consumer address as parameters of the link. / Egendorf fails to teach these 
parameters. However, Usui discloses authorization code and consumer addresses (col 
4, L 24-34). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
applicant's invention to use this limitation for the advantage to prevent unauthorized 
entry into the system. 

Conclusion 

This action is Non-Final . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Steven R. Wasylchak whose 
telephone number is (703) 308-2848. The examiner can normally be reached on 
Monday-Friday from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vincent Millin. can be reached at (703) 308-1065. The fax number for Art 
Unit 2165 is (703) 308-1396. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 
(703) 305-3900. 
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